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Sub ject Filnal Ruedi Bound IT Yater Markering Prograsm Record of Decision
{Tour HMemorandum Dated January 5, 19903 (Wacer Markeving,
Environmental Statement)
An original of rhe Final Record of Decision for Ruedi Round [T Water Markeving
Program, Rusdi Regspwvair, Fryingpan-Arkansas Project, Final Supplemenc ro the
Final Environmencal Statement, has hzen signed and ls enciased far ¥OULD uUse.
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Fuedi Eessrveir
Fryingpan-Lrkansas Froject
Tinal Supplement to the Final Ervirommancal Stztemanr
found II Water Markaring Progran

Pecord of Decision
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Januvary 13490

I. Tarvoducticon
=BErodUcTicn

This document conscitucas a Becord of Decision (BOD) of the Department of ths

Interior, Bureati oF Feclamarion fRe:lsmatich, Gresr Plzips Pegion, rerarding

the preferred altevnzrive ot the Pusdi Reservais Found II water marhering
cegram.  The proposzed acrion was deseribed in the Fipal Supplemenc to che

inal Envircmmencal Zracament, Fryingpan—Arkansas Projeecr, Colorade
1989, devaloped in compliance with the Macinna

ESES L
Enviroamenzal Policy dct (MEBA).

The reconmendation is o prncesg/y{th the prefervad alternzrive with

Conservation measurses “denrifiadip the FEES. The praferred alternativs with
conservation measures will malke 21,500 acre—foer of WALEr available annually
for water sales, Five-thousand acra—fear of this totzl will be withheld Frenm

sales for industrial use to provide conservation flows far idenrifisd
endangered Colorado River Fishes. Al=za, a5 part of this dlrermmative an
additivnsl 5,000 acre-Feer of conzervation flowz will be made available an an
least 4 aut of 5 years during the months of July through Getgher
ied operztions. fippropriace Gite—spacilin ¥EPA compliance will
be required of 21l water CoRtractors befores Bound [T Rusdi water iz deliversd,
Delivery of mathkered water znd the epdangerad spacies conservaricon ftlows may
Cavze Zoume reduced Fichability of the Fryingpan Biver below Ruedi Beservoir in
=ome years when supplemental watcr demand ie high. This proposed acrion alsg
Will causs an increased patential for Puedi Reservoir fo he belaow the
€5,000 acze~foor Ievel during the months of July and August in dry years.
When the reserveir lsvel 2 balaw B&,000 acre—feet, recreation can be
adversely affsered. Tn ad tion, shortages of 13 pexcent and 30 psrcent,
respeortively, for industrizl and municipal/domestic users might be imsossd ap
BY COOLY2CTors in sime years under dry conditions,
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ITT, QOrhar Altsrnatives Considersd

referrad plan, two zltamatives wers svaluatad in +hs

13

Tn addition o tha
o



1. The Ho-dcorion/Water Salas Alcemative was evaluated as the baszline
£ fro

he currant lavel o m Rieedi Feservoir (Paound I) and thae

gervolr aperationzl pricaria.
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2. The Preferrad Altesnative Hithourt Conservaticn Messsures provided a
marketabls warar supply of up to 31,300 acre-fest {incluvding Round T and
Bound II salzs) undar 2 dry-vear condition. his altemmative would not supply
the 19,000 acre—Tfesr of endanpgered species conservation pelesasss.
Ve Bagig of Decigion end Tssues Evaluarced
The prz=ferred zlternzcive with conservation measures provides for a lewvel of
long—term watsr 5sles frcm HBusdi Peservoir. These salesz will provide
sufficient revenues o repay raigbursable construction cosc

E ciar I g which will Te in
zzeass pf 9.5 million and pay & portion of the annual ¢ a

aintenance rost. The proposed sale of 51,300 acre-feer of Wound IT Ruedi
feservgic water will meer rhese objectives while effectively prasevrving.
rotecting, and minimizing harm to the eaviconment. The major criteria uwsed
in selecting the preferred alcermative were the Fryingpan—Arkansas Project
Operating Principles (Hense Document Mo, 130, 27th Congress, ls=t Zeccion),
protecticn of narwral rezources, end presarcvation of esconomic =nd récdreztion
valuesa. The commitment for site-specific envirgnmwental evaluations =nd
implementation of mitigation whers signifiecsnt impacts are idantified will
protect the natural rcesocurce valuss within the service arsa and minimize
srvivonmental degradsation. The wuse of Green Mountain Resetrvoilr to mitigare
flow-related comservation medsure impacts on Buedi Feservolir and the Fryingpan
Fiver can further reducs impacts of the Round IT water sales program.

Graen Mountain Ressrvolir will be used to mirvigate impacts of conssrvation
flows when such wege Iz within the discretionarcy suthority of Retlemacion and
when it ean be delivered wirhour ddwiniszhing the =zale of Creen Mounralin

Besazvoir warer below the 20,000 scre-foor level.

V. Implemenrine the Decizicon &nd Environmental Commicments

Raclawation has committed to be responsible for the following environmental
progrems to ensurs the protection of natural rescurces and to establish the
spproprizte lavel of mitigation needed when significant ilmpacts are identified
during site—-specific evaluarions:

1. Zpsure site-specific MNEPA ecompliznce for essch watsr szles contract,
L= =z 2nd marsrizls provided by the prospective water user:

2. Develop sitse-specific mitigation plans, where apprapriazs, for sach
ter zales tontrzct, with the detziled mitigevion plan providad by the
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3. Implement coordimaticn and consultactien of sice-specific NEPA
rompliance and site-specific mitigation plans with Federzl and state agenciss
repearnesd. zuch as U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.8. Forest Fecovics,
Snvirommental Protéccion &gency, U.S. Army Corps of Eanginesrs, z2nd Colerads
Ogpzrzment of Hatursl Fescurcas;

Comply with tha E gersd Species Aet by consulting wich the

sh and Wildlife Ee:v*: on a case—by—case basis on the sscondery, site-
ifig, nondeplericn impacts to endanpgered sgeciss h' project or
resulting f-om the uss of contractad water; zZnd

;
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5. ZEnsure site-specific compliance with Section 10§ of the Hational
Histeoric Pressovarion Act.
Reclamation else has the respomsibility «
relation to the U.S: Tish ang Wildlife S
June 15, 1987, incieding:
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icare Fuedi PBeservoir storege water and modify Ruedi Resspvoly
aperations z varion of habitatr conditions in g 15-mile r=ach gf the

Colorados Ria

2. Sponser zdditicral Fislh studies in & 13-mile reach of the Caleorado
Fiwver,
L
3. Use Green Mountain Reservoir to mitigate impascts of [low-related
conservation messures of the bioclogiczl opinion on Ruedi Rsssrveir and the
Fryinpgpan Rivers. Sueh nze must b2 within the discreticonary operational
authority of Peclamsticn and conform to Reclamations's ability to deliver the

water withour diminishirz the sale of Graen Mountain Rassrveir water below tha

20,000 acre-foor lswvei.

4. (Coordinaste an annuidl meeting to address the
Zuedi Feservoir for providing <omservartion flows £
endangered fishes and the use of Green Mounctain Re
the conserverion Flows on Fuedi Peserveir and the

f=d

faliver no warter marksted 2s Ruedi Found II watsr until the flow

telesses for endangersd Colorade River fishes are legally protected.

4 program will be established to monitor wauver diversions and to implement
cessary mitigation mes ior to delivery of water pursuant to the wat

les contracts. All requestors reguired to implement mitigation measurss

will provide Bsclamarvion wich records of water diversions znd psriodic reports

 if i
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dsscribing implementation and effecriveness of mitigation measures. These
ed

nd if contraccors are not ipplementing ths
cer deliveriss will be withheld until

ac
reports will bE evaluat
qu Y
mibigation iz implemsnted. mitigarion is not implamented within a
reascnable time pericd, Reglamation has provisions te temminate the long-term
water supply contracts. CInformation will be made aveilable to interested
sgencies and the public on the progress in carrying our the mitigation
the esvizonmental commitments,

Tollowing the filing of rhe F5ES on Augusc 1, 1889, five letrtars of comment
were raceived, rour letters were from Fadersl agencies and one from a lgeal
agency.

Ll

B9,

The Envirommentzl Protection Agency, in its levrer datsed Seprember 13, 1
requasted that the HOD include & commirment £o ensure Ssics-specifie HEPA

11 k= reserved if 2 lack of

compliance and to estsblizh whether watsr wil
industrizl demand materializes. 3Jite—specific NEPA compliance is included as
2 pompiTment herein. The water available Ffor markering from Ruedi Resewveir,

25 per this ROD, will not be specifically reserved for the oil cghale industcroy,
The waterwill be evailable to all encities on & first-come first-sexrve hagis
25 long as site-specific impacts are evaluated and appropriately mirigated.

The Geolopical Survey morted (letter dated Seprember 6, 1289 che hydrolepical
values presented in the FSES were different than theiz historiezl stream
gauging values. Alsos, they nored a discrepancy in the values present in
various tablas in the ZSES. The walues presenced in the F5ES are From
Feclamation's operaticnal model which simniatsd flews far past water ysaars
wsing current use operational dzta for the baseline. They are not actual
historical walues. A comparison of tables 3.2 and 4.3 does revesl 2a arror in
rable 3.2 for May of a dry year. The value should he 110 cubie fsat p=r
socand (fr3fz) recher tham 300 £z3/s. The other diffazrences are very smzall

nd are basically duz to rounding sod minor changes in the hydrology modeling
Har was not updated in ‘table 3.2, These wvariarions are extramely minor and
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re ingipnificant.
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Tha Ruedi Water and Power Authoricty {letter dated September 7, 1989) requesced
faclamarion commit te the use of Green Mountein Reservoir to mitigate
consarvation flow impacts a2nd the withholding of water from sales to offset
the entire 10,000 acre—fesot of conssrvation flows, A commitment to uses

Green Mouncain Feservoir tao mitigate conservation flow impacts is included
Yersin {see commitments). The addirional 5,000 acre-feat of conservarticn
releases Puedi Watee and Power Zuthority wants withhseld from ssle is warer
which is propssed to be released earlier in the year (JTuly-October) rather

than during cthe wintar, This water is only reguired to be releassd in 4 our
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znd will npot be rzlezassd whan sufficient watar is unavailahle

= White River Matisnel Forest, in latters dated September 6, 1583, and
Uetober 24, 1989, provided comments om the final FSES. A meeting was
conductaed between rapreseéntatives of the Eastern Colorade Projects Office and
the Whits River Macignal Forast to provide a better understanding of the
overall NEPA process for the project from ics initiaticn in 19283 through

completion of the FSES in 19895 frer discussion of the issues containsd in
Tne Zeprember &, 1989, leccer, rhe Forest Servics requestsd the opportunity to
comment further. Their current posicion on tha F5E3 is contzined in tha
Ceegbec 24, 198%, lertes. Toresc Secvice concemns are maintenance of the
recreaticnal pool in Rusdi Reservoir, provision of conssrvaticn flows for shs
=1daﬁga*ad Fishes of the Ealar”ha River, and provision of flushing fleows in

k
the Fryingpan River. Ona2 of the major elements used in selscring
1

51,500 acre-f=

im

b of
would be meintained in most years Fnr the continued enhancement of
recrearional valuse The alternative selectad provides for the conservarisn
flows for the sndangered figh that were of concern to the Forest Service. In
response £o the Forest Service's request for flushing flows in che Fryingpan
River, Reclamarion will coordinace with the Forsst Service, U.5. Fish and
Wildlife Service, and the Colorado Division of Wildlifs on an annual basi

s and need for such flows.
Reclamation believes there is sufficient latitude in its discreticnary
operations at Ruedi Fesemvoir to provides such flows ag often as
2 out of 3 years. Reclamation would supply the water for flushing flows

i

conterning ‘evailability of wates for’ such activitis
3 i

during spring runeff when sufficient water is available. 411 public
Lovolvement associated with the flushing flows would be rhe responsibility of
rhe requescing agsncises.

n@re Are mo unresolvad lSsueg.
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